THEORIES OF THE NATURE OF SPIRIT'
it
photographs of spirits which find place in the albums of the credulous are, of course, in human shape, but the apparent bulk of these diaphanous anaemics does not confirm the modern spiritual* ist's computation of the weight of the soul at from three to four ounces !
Herein, then, are to be found the sufficing materials for belief in an entity in the body, but not of it, which can depart and return at will, and which man everywhere has more or less vaguely envisaged as his " double," or " other self," extending this idea to every object around him. Herein we are at the birth of all the psychologies that he has formulated; we watch his passage from dim, vague notions of impersonal powers to theories of personal ^indwelling spirits. The distinction between soul and body, which explained to man his own actions, was the key to the actions of both animate and inanimate things. A personal life and will controlled them. This was obviously brought home to him more forcibly in the actions of living things, since these so closely resembled his own that he saw no difference between themselves and him. Not in this matter alone have the intuitions of the savage found their confirmation in the discoveries of 41